Scholastic Library Publishing

Print Awards/Accolades:
Honorable Mention in the non-fiction category: 2018 Middle East Book Award by the Middle East Outreach Council (MEOC)
· Afghanistan (Enchantment of the World)

Top 10 Series Nonfiction from Booklist, April 1, 2017

· Rookie Read-About Science: Strange Animals

Unusual creatures are always a draw, and these titles pair fascinating animal facts and simple explanations with fantastic illustrations. Inviting and informative, this series is perfect for curious youngsters. 
Top 10 Series Nonfiction from Booklist, March 15, 2018

· Rookie National Parks

A friendly cartoon fox takes young readers on tours of different U.S. national parks in these inviting books. With famous sites, animal field guides, popular activities, and map skills challenges, this series is a great way to get kids excited about national parks. 
Top 10 Series Nonfiction from Booklist, March 15, 2018

· A Step into History

This well-designed series sidesteps dense text and unwieldy dates and instead offers readers highly illustrated, succinct accounts of major events in U.S. history. Notes to the reader appear as marginalia and serve to clarify the text while giving it a less formal feel. 
Top 10 Biomes Series from Booklist, October 1, 2017

· Biomes Alive! 
Here, each book describes a biome and its climate, pinpointing locations on a world map, and offers examples of plants and animals typically found in that region. A final spread features a famous example, such as the Everglades wetlands, with a food web pictograph.
Digital Awards:

EDDIE Winner 2018: EARLY LEARNING: Reading Skills eBooks
· BookFlix (review included)
BookFlix is a colorful, child-friendly online literacy resource for children in grades Pre-K through 3, designed to develop essential reading skills and introduce a world of knowledge and exploration.

         The subscription-based website promotes phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension and fluency skills by pairing classic videos (Weston Woods storybooks) with related nonfiction (from Children's Press and other trusted Scholastic imprints). The fiction/nonfiction pairs are categorized according to nine themes: Animals and Nature, Earth and Sky, Family and Community, People and Places, Music and Rhyme, ABC's and 1, 2, 3's, Adventure, Imagination, and Celebrations.

         How it works: On the vibrant opening screen, children can choose to read from a wide array of eBooks. The Animals and Nature theme offers up to 50 activities/ebooks; or click on the "Featured Pair" on the left. Once a book is open, stimulating activities include: Watch the Story (streaming video of a classic children's story; a read-along option can be activated to display the audio portion of the story, with word-by-word highlighting as it plays); Read the Book (related nonfiction text presented in an eBook format. Key content vocabulary words are highlighted in yellow, with the definition readily available; an ear icon invokes the read-aloud option); Puzzlers (interactive educational games related to the specific pair); Meet the Creators (profiles of the author and illustrator of the story); and Explore the Web (editorially selected, age-appropriate Web links related to the pair topic).

         The Scholastic team believes that pairing fiction and nonfiction is a proven, effective way of developing critical reading and comprehension skills, with texts that enhance readers' comprehension, vocabulary and background knowledge.

         For teachers, a lesson plan accompanies each pair as a starting point for ideas. General strategies and activities are appropriate for use with any pair, and themed activities are suggested for use with pairs that fall within a particular category. A wonderful product for this age group.

EDDIE Winner 2018: MIDDLE SCHOOL: Science Website
· ScienceFlix

Recent Reviews-Print

(Please note that some reviews are not always as favorable as others so please read each one carefully before sharing with customers. We wanted you to be aware of them good or bad!) 

Rookie Toddler

True to the audience it was created for, this series bounces from topic to topic, ranging from emotions (Can You Make a Happy Face?) to colors (I See Animal Colors) and personal hygiene (Wash, Wash, Wash!). With a condensed page size and number, each book presents information in an easy, breezy manner. Tots will happily sing along while washing their hands—the text is set to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”—and giggle as they follow directions given by some hungry animals in Can You Turn the Page? While most titles feature color photos, two include childlike illustrations as well (Can You Turn the Page? and Wash, Wash, Wash!). VERDICT Perfectly suited for toddler browsing collections. Stick these in baskets on the floor of the early learning area so they don’t get lost on the shelves.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2018 on Can You Make a Happy Face?, Can You Turn the Page?, Wash, Wash, Wash!, Wave Hello, Wave Bye-Bye, I See Animal Colors, I Love Dinosaurs, and I Love Trucks 
Words Are Fun

This colorful bilingual title in the Words Are Fun/Diverpalabras series gives early readers and parents an opportunity to practice identifying objects both in English and Spanish. The board book has convenient page tabs that are illustrated with a picture of an object associated with a certain time of day, location, or activity, such as cereal for breakfast and blocks for a classroom. Each two-page spread includes a themed assortment of labeled objects and a question in English and Spanish that invites the reader to select items from the page. For example, “What do you wear when it is cold outside?” lets readers choose from a hat, scarf, and more. The final spread gathers all the book’s pictures and challenges kids to see how many words they can remember.

—Booklist, August 2017 on All around Me / A mi alrededor 

Rookie Read-About Science
This volume in the Rookie Read-About Science: The Universe series (4 titles) packs a surprising amount of information despite its slim size. In clear, simple text geared toward younger readers, it breaks the complicated science of the stars and the solar system into digestible facts. Readers will learn about the different types of stars, what they’re made of, what happens when one dies, and how we observe them.

They will also read about the relationship Earth has with stars, both scientifically (the sun) and culturally (the mythology behind constellations). The photo-illustrated pages look straight out of science fiction, and a cartoon astro-dog offers word definitions and explanations. An ending spread of activities will help further understanding. A fine resource for early STEM lessons, and a quality introduction to the stars.

—Booklist, March 15, 2018 on The Stars (Rookie Read-About Science—The Universe)
Rookie National Parks

A cartoon guide named “Ranger Red Fox” takes readers on a tour of several of the national parks in this very attractive set. Large clear photos introduce kids to the splendor of nature, while the text covers each park’s history, most scenic spots, and unique plants and animals. In each book, Red Fox, who is superimposed on the photos, adds breezy comical asides and bits of trivia. An easy map activity to locate the “lost” Red Fox and a “Leaf Tracker” quiz encourage critical thinking. Although neither the topics nor the perspective is new, this visually appealing series will please both developing readers and slightly older students who love the outdoors. VERDICT A top choice for elementary schoolers. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Grand Canyon National Park, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Rocky Mountain National Park, Zion National Park, Yellowstone National Park, and Yosemite National Park 
A friendly cartoon fox takes young readers on a tour of Yosemite in this Rookie National Parks series entry. The brief introduction declares that “Yosemite is famous for its supersized sights,” before showing off the park’s giant rocks (like Half Dome and El Capitan), waterfalls, and sequoias. Almost every full-page photo is accompanied by a spot illustration that magnifies a detail, such as the Pacific tree frog that lives on the steep face of El Capitan, or offers a graphic depicting comparative size. For instance, Yosemite’s tallest sequoia, Grizzly Giant, is shown beside the significantly shorter Statue of Liberty and a still-smaller 10-story building. The final chapter is dedicated to the park’s outdoor activities and wildlife, and it helpfully includes a photo-illustrated field guide to some of Yosemite’s popular animals—the pika, black bear, and yellow-bellied marmot, to name a few. Concluding activities reinforce the book’s information via map skills and leaf identification challenges. Age-appropriate and inviting, this is a great way to get kids excited about national parks.

—Booklist (Starred Review), October 1, 2017 on Yosemite National Park 
Rookie Biographies

This biography series is written and designed with young researchers in mind. Each book has four brief chapters with introductory biographical information. The font is large, with only a few sentences per page, but the size is deceiving as very early readers may need assistance with the more complex words. The many accompanying visuals will give them plenty of information to glean, however. A full photograph and caption appear with each page of text. A United States map with world map inset pinpoints pertinent geographic locations. A quote from and a rhyming quatrain about the person featured are interesting extras. Encouraging suggestions share tips such as how to be a champion or an innovator. Mentioned at the close of each book is the Facts For Now site, where Scholastic collects its own articles as well as third party links as a learning extension resource. Glossary. Index. Table of Contents. Timeline. Recommended

—School Library Connection, March/April 2018 on Franklin D. Roosevelt, Henry Ford, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Simone Biles 
The reliable and accessible Rookie Biographies series has added several noteworthy names to its ranks. Alexander Hamilton gives a rounded account of this trending Founding Father’s life, tracing his difficult childhood; his contributions to America as a soldier, politician, and lawyer; and his death at the hands of Aaron Burr. In the realm of children’s literature, Maurice Sendak reveals how the beloved writer and illustrator challenged the status quo by creating empowering stories where kids confronted feelings of anger and fear. Muhammad Ali shines a light on this boxing champ and civil rights advocate, emphasizing how people all over the world viewed him as a hero. The business prowess of our forty-fifth president takes center stage in President Donald Trump, which gives a measured account of his entrepreneurial endeavors (successful and otherwise), stint as a television personality, and presidential race. Designed with primary-school readers in mind, these books utilize large fonts, ample white space, and liberal illustrations, which range from historical documents and artwork to modern photographs. All the books are prefaced with a map showing where each person was born or lived and conclude with a short poem summarizing his life, creative-writing or critical-thinking prompts, and a time line. Excellent introductions to some important figures in history and at work today. 

—Booklist, April 15, 2017 on Alexander Hamilton, Maurice Sendak, Muhammad Ali, and President Donald Trump 
Follow Me Around

Packed with information, this set features children who invite readers to join them on tours of their countries. In each title, students learn about common types of houses, foods, and schools as well as major cities and regions, manufacturing and agricultural jobs, and notable celebrations and pastimes. Also included in each book is a retelling of a traditional story, a craft/recipe, fascinating facts, a guessing game, and a “How to Prepare for Your Visit” list with tips for potential tourists. Overall, the author approaches the content with an upbeat tone, and the good-quality photos, many of which feature children, nicely supplement the texts. VERDICT The conversational style and wide range of information included will make this a useful series for report writers and browsers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Canada, China, Japan, and Mexico 
In this new series about world cultures and geography, each title covers details about a specific country in an inviting way. Topics include school life, recreation, physical geography, as well as cultural topics like food and celebrations. The five categories of geography included in the books provide accessible information that is usable by both the casual reader and the more detailed young researcher. Colorful photographs illustrate the book and are typically accompanied by clear labels. Readers can see what the foods are named and learn the names of tourist sites, as well as use a timeline to gain historical context. An interactive guessing game lets the reader see how much they remember after reading. Other end matter includes a comparison chart and a cultural legend. This series provides an inviting look at other countries’ geography and culture in a detailed and readable format. I highly recommend this series for libraries serving young readers. Glossary. Index. Timeline. Highly Recommended

—School Library Connection, January/February 2018 on Canada, China, Japan, and Mexico 
Nature’s Children

Today, wild orangutans live only on Sumatra and Borneo and are critically endangered. Their remaining habitat has been greatly reduced because of clear-cutting for farming and lumber production. In a serious, yet engaging, tone, Grunbaum presents a holistic view of orangutans: their similarity to other primates, including humans; their family life, particularly the relationship between mothers and their young; and their habitat and food sources; and concludes with excellent back matter (an orangutan family tree, glossary, further resources, and index). Part of the Nature’s Children series (8 titles), this is more than just a report book. With a clear writing style, two-page topical spreads, ample photographs, and fast facts frequently interspersed in the text, this book will easily engage elementary readers interested in these fascinating creatures.

—Booklist, March 15, 2018 on Orangutans 
An updated take on “Nature’s Children” with new authors, new text, and, with just a few exceptions, different photographs. In each book, a “Fact File” spread introduces the animal group, leading into a cogent, well-organized treatment of physical features, behavior, and life cycles. A balanced combination of general content and specific examples works effectively, with data relevant to individual species clearly noted. Later chapters touch on history and related species. All of these animals are vulnerable or threatened; a closing chapter looks at survival challenges and includes examples of recent and current rescue efforts. Most photographs are single images, about a full page in size, which complement the text well, sometimes expanding the information with captions. VERDICT First-rate animal profiles for upper grade elementary students.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2018 on Great White Sharks, Orangutans, Sea Turtles, Tigers, Elephants, Polar Bears, Porpoises, and Rhinoceroses 
The Science of…
Similar in style to the popular You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without books, this volume in the Science of the Earth series (4 titles) uses cartoonish art and themed double-page spreads to convey basic facts about rocks, minerals, and metals. A quick overview of the Earth’s layers, plate tectonics, and the rock cycle (clearly described but not well illustrated) sets readers up to learn about igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks; descriptions of minerals, crystals, gems, metals, and mining techniques follow. A typical spread features a short paragraph surrounded by a mix of info boxes and diagrams or figures, which spout facts and crack punny jokes. The primary goal here is to entertain, at which the book generally succeeds, hopefully sparking readers’ curiosity to dig into more comprehensive books.

—Booklist, March 15, 2018 on The Science of Rocks and Minerals (The Science of the Earth)
As the titles indicate, each book in this series covers a specific function or area of the human body. Each volume opens with an introduction and overview to the specific topic. Two-page spreads contain vibrant illustrations accompanied by simple and informative text boxes that will definitely attract readers. In addition, every sidebar and text box features bold attractive headlines that are sure to entice additional reading. This series is as entertaining as it is richly informative and beginning readers as well as inquisitive readers will be drawn in to learn more about topics that are too often ignored or considered taboo. A brief, simplistic introduction to physical disorders such as anemia, hemophilia, and leukemia are also addressed in these volumes. School librarians should consider the appeal of this unique series. Recommended

—School Library Connection, March/April 2018 on The Science of Acne and Warts, The Science of Poop and Farts, The Science of Scabs and Pus, and The Science of Snot and Phlegm (The Science of the Body)
This volume from the Science of the Body series tackles the biggest organ of all: skin! After introducing readers to the different layers of skin and its functions, it turns to the things that can happen to skin. In addition to the titular acne and warts, this addresses everything from the painful (blisters, bruises, rashes) to the natural and aesthetic (freckles, birthmarks, and wrinkles), while a chapter on skin color looks positively at heritage and identity. There are animal facts here, too: in addition to reactions caused by insect stings, a final spread explores various features of animal skin. This is fairly wordy for its intended age range, but the playful, comic-style illustrations and the multicultural cast of cartoon characters offering additional facts and asides make for an informative and fun learning experience.

—Booklist, October 1, 2017 on The Science of Acne and Warts (The Science of the Body)
When we think of pterosaurs, or flying reptiles, a certain picture comes to mind. But pterosaurs came in all shapes and sizes ranging from the tiny Nemicolopterus with its 10-inch wingspan to the giant Quetzalcoatlus with its impressive wingspan that can reach up to 36 feet. Some were adept at moving on the ground as well as in the water and, of course, in the air. The books in this series are filled with fascinating facts and information on a wide variety of prehistoric animals. The information is presented in short passages illustrated with colorful cartoon-style drawings. Each page features a scientist character stating a fact. The scientists depicted are both male and female, of several races, and with and without disabilities. Each book also features an informative introduction and an extensive glossary. This series will appeal to young scientists of all ages and reluctant readers. Recommended
—School Library Connection, March/April 2018 on The Science of Flying Reptiles, The Science of Killer Dinosaurs, The Science of Prehistoric Giants, and The Science of Sea Monsters (The Science of Dinosaurs)
Math Everywhere
Dart boards, honeycombs, dice, soda cans, and raindrops are just a few examples of how two- and three-dimensional shapes play a part in our everyday lives. This entry in the Math Everywhere series begins with a look at two-dimensional, or flat, shapes, such as triangles and circles, before moving onto three-dimensional shapes, or solids, including spheres, prisms, cylinders, and even tori (ring-shaped solids, like doughnuts). Topics are covered in double-page spreads, which further chunk information into manageable sections with plenty of colorful digital artwork and photographs. In addition to giving basic property facts about the geometric shapes, the author explains how to calculate their perimeter, surface area, or volume. What students will enjoy the most, however, are the real-world connections and related topics. For instance, one spread is devoted to tessellation and how polygons can be arranged to form beautiful patterns. A final spread applies mathematical principles to nature as it discusses how size affects shape and why larger animals need to be shaped differently. Students can recap their knowledge by taking the concluding quiz.

—Booklist Online, October 4, 2017 on Get in Shape 
If You Were a Kid

Through fictionalized narration, energetic characters, and fun cartoon illustrations, the If You Were a Kid series gives young readers insight into different areas of life, most of which have a STEM focus. A brief introduction precedes each story, which stars a boy and girl character and provides readers with plenty of factual tidbits. In Building a Pyramid, the kids live in ancient Egypt and are intrigued by the pyramid that’s being built nearby; through their eyes, readers get a glimpse inside a pyramid and an understanding of the manpower required for its construction. A budding paleontologist and his adventurous friend unearth a possible dinosaur bone in Discovering Dinosaurs, and the resulting archaeological dig provides insight into the formation and care of fossils. Docking at the International Space Station follows two siblings whose cousin is an astronaut; through video chat, they explore the space station with her and learn what’s required to become an astronaut. The most action-packed installment, Surviving a Hurricane, features two neighbors caught in a storm; readers will learn hurricane warning signs, preparations, and survival skills as well as what to do in the aftermath. Each story comes packed with quick-fact sidebars, complete with photographs and charts, and volumes end with handy, easy-to-follow maps, time lines, and glossaries. A fun, absorbing first step into nonfiction.

—Booklist, September 15, 2017 on If You Were a Kid Building a Pyramid, Discovering Dinosaurs, Docking at the International Space Station, and Surviving a Hurricane 
A True Book
Readers will meet some of the world’s most vulnerable animal species in the A True Book: The Most Endangered series, which takes a conservationist stance in its discussion of these creatures and the threats they face. Each four-chapter volume offers a succinct overview of the animal’s key traits and habitat as well as the forces endangering its survival and efforts being undertaken to protect it. Because it covers so many different felines (seven), Big Cats suffers slightly from being overly general (and from one misprinted statistic); however, readers learn that fierce predators like lions, tigers, cougars, and jaguars are frequently victims of poaching and habitat loss. Gorillas highlights how the World Wildlife Fund assists local efforts to safeguard gorillas from poachers. Both Elephants and Rhinos draw attention to the ivory trade, but Elephants also points to the elephant’s importance as a keystone species, while Rhinos takes readers into South Africa’s Rhino Orphanage. Crisp photos, maps, or charts appear alongside reader-friendly text, and several titles address the negative impact of poverty and human conflict on animal populations, giving added scope to the books. Finally, each closes with “The Big Debate,” which poses a divisive issue related to its subject, and tips on getting involved with conservation and awareness. A nice big-picture resource for young researchers or animal advocates. 

—Booklist, August 2017 on Big Cats, Elephants, Gorillas, and Rhinos (A True Book—The Most Endangered)
Transporting readers to places of great natural beauty, each volume in the new A True Book: National Parks series showcases one of America’s most frequently visited parks. Clear, colorful photos offer armchair travelers enticing views of the parks and their wildlife. The books individually introduce the history of a particular locale and describe how it became part of the national park system. Other topics discussed are unusual landforms, common animals and plants, varied ecosystems found there, and means of protecting the park from various threats. Challenges noted in Grand Canyon encompass endangered animals and plants, invasive species, as well as air and water pollution. In Great Smoky Mountains, concerns include forest fires and declining air, water, and soil quality, linked to industrial pollution. Yosemite discusses how increased numbers of people and vehicles have led to redesigned visitor areas that better protect the giant sequoias. In Zion, rangers deal with the park’s flash floods and heavily traveled trails, while, looking forward, climate change is a concern. Besides the back-matter basics, each book includes a guide to animal tracks in the park and a “Map Mystery,” which challenges readers to follow the five-step directions to find a destination on a double-page map of the park. Useful for school reports, these accessible books offer information as well as eye-catching photos of natural wonders.
—Booklist, January 1 & 15, 2018 on Grand Canyon, Great Smoky Mountains, Yosemite, and Zion (A True Book—National Parks)
The national parks receive the popular “True Book” format. Each title provides a bit about each park’s history, physical geography, plants and animals, and the role of conservationists and the National Park Service. Many of the topics covered are timely, including climate change in Zion. However, the brief mentions of American Indians are often in the past tense and lack nuance (“They called themselves the Ahwahneechee. The Ahwahneechee were known as fierce warriors.”) The included photos capture much of the majesty of these outdoor retreats, and the numerous nonfiction text features (paw print guides, interactive maps, etc.) are also likely to capture readers’ attention. VERDICT A slightly above average series; however, librarians will need to supplement these books with more comprehensive texts on Native American history.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Grand Canyon, Great Smoky Mountains, Zion, Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Rocky Mountain (A True Book—National Parks)
For kids who thrive on the excitement of fast cars, video games, movies, and robots, these titles look behind the scenes and test readers’ knowledge with activities to see if they’ve got the right stuff. The focus is largely on the people who make things happen, such as engineers who study the forces that act on a race car and animators who strive to make the digital world as realistic as possible. Artists, writers, and programmers are related jobs that utilize game design. Glimpses from history, time lines, and short bios provide a big picture of development, and an archival photo of the first animation machine (the zoetrope, invented in 1834) is fascinating. “Build It!” activities include making a 3-D model or a flip-book. STEM connections, such as explaining how “frame rate” determines clarity of a movie or how biomimicry, copying animal movements and patterns found in nature, relates to animation, offer curricular tie-ins. At the start readers are asked to guess a true or false statement, then must read on to find out. VERDICT Beyond its high-interest appeal, this interactive series bears consideration for its challenging vocabulary and STEM ties.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Animation, Game Design, Race Cars, and Robots (A True Book—Behind the Scenes)

General state-related history and trivia. Each book opens with an illustrated map of the state that highlights famous and notable places, four of which are spotlighted in smaller inserts. From then on, the series follows a general format, detailing the land, wildlife, politics, culture, and economy of each state. There are numerous outdated stock drawings of American Indians and European “explorers.” In addition, slavery is poorly discussed in Louisiana: “Other Louisianians also came to the state against their will.” In each volume, a concluding “Resources” page lists a number of movies that don’t make sense for the intended audience (Wayne’s World in Illinois and Who Framed Roger Rabbit? in California). VERDICT No improvement on the many existing state series.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Massachusetts, New York, Maryland, Alaska, Illinois, Michigan, Texas, Hawai’i, California, Florida, New Jersey, Colorado, and Louisiana (A True Book—My United States)
The small state of Maryland has a long history and plays an important role as the site of several U.S. governmental organizations—not to mention having donated some of its land for the site of Washington, D.C. Information about the state’s land and wildlife, government, history, and culture (including famous people) is creatively laid out in an attractive yet easy-to-read format. Students will find an abundance of interesting tidbits within the text’s short paragraphs, color photographs (most with captions), reproductions of paintings, maps, charts, diagrams, and up-to-date fast-fact boxes. The back matter offers a variety of resources, including nonfiction and fiction books, movies, and websites. Part of the A True Book: My United States series, this report-ready resource is a worthwhile choice for librarians seeking to update their collections.

—Booklist, October 1, 2017 on Maryland (A True Book—My United States)
Take a trip through the U.S. with these cheerful texts that highlight the appealing and special qualities of each state. The books mix short chapters of straightforward, informative text with bright, busy pages of special features throughout the volume as well as in the back matter. Connecticut highlights the state’s role as part of the New England region, along with its unique local government traditions. Nevada aptly contrasts the state’s wilderness areas with the urban experience of Las Vegas. Oklahoma weaves together aspects of the state’s history throughout the book, including the strong Native American presence in Oklahoma. Washington, D.C. goes beyond the usual focus on the federal government to explore the area’s natural features as well as the city’s history. Each book’s chapters focus on the state’s (or district’s) land and wildlife, government at various levels, history, and notable cultural institutions. Native peoples are mentioned in the history section although often only in passing. Large captioned photographs of key locations and people illustrate nearly every page. Each book also includes a variety of graphic features, from maps to a time line, a population graph, and a diagram showing the state’s electoral votes. These books in the True Book: My United States series are ideal for beginning research or just learning more about the country.

—Booklist, July 2018 on Connecticut, Nevada, Oklahoma, and Washington, D.C. (A True Book-My United States)
A Step into History

The Step into History series presents useful overviews of major topics in American history. Each book has 30 4-page chapters that follows a pattern: the first spread features a relevant captioned photo or quote, with the chapter name and a single sentence on the facing page; the second spread features a full page of text paired with a large illustration. Although each chapter is short, the concise, pertinent discussions and well-chosen illustrations are effective. Most of the pictures are archival photos that convey the look and the tone of events discussed. Furthermore, the uncrowded format will appeal to readers who are intimidated by solid blocks of text. The Civil Rights Movement focuses primarily on the movement during the 1950s and ’60s, touching upon landmark events, figures, and where civil rights stand today. The Cold War looks at the U.S. and Soviet Union from 1947 to 1991, exploring their rivalry and its repercussions. The Great Depression considers the widespread economic hardship endured by most Americans during this period and the federal government’s response. This attractive series provides a broad historical context for its topics and can be used as a springboard for more in-depth research.
—Booklist, April 1, 2018 on The Civil Rights Movement, The Cold War, and The Great Depression 
Enchantment of the World
This series provides an in-depth look at particular countries. Each book includes chapters that describe the country's geographic features, plants and animals, history, government, economy and trade, people, culture and ethnicity, languages, education, religions, recreation, and a typical day of a resident of the country. The books are filled with attractive, colorful pictures and interesting sidebars with information about topics such as special holidays and famous people. The inclusion of several types of maps that highlight geographic features, population, historic sites and cities adds to the series’ valuable information, which appears to be current through 2015. These thoroughly researched books would be a welcome addition in any library, especially for students who have an interest in other countries. Additional Resources. Index. Timeline. Recommended 

—School Library Connection, August/September 2017 on Algeria, Antarctica, Denmark, Madagascar, Nicaragua, and Norway 
Blastoff! Readers
Construction-crazy kids will dig right in to this level 2 reader in the Mighty Machines in Action series. The ever-popular bulldozer pushes, lifts, digs, and rips its way across the pages, accompanied by short sentences that describe the parts of the machine itself (blade, tracks, cab, etc.) and the different kinds of jobs it does. Numerous pictures of bulldozers at work plaster the acid-green pages, including a “Machine Profile” of the Caterpillar D9T and scaled image of the world’s largest bulldozer, the Komatsu D574A-3SD. Readers will spot dozers leveling ground at a construction site, pushing rubble at a mine, and tearing up rocky soil. A labeled diagram points out this hard-working machine’s main features, reinforcing the text, and highlighted vocabulary is defined in a glossary. An energetic and informative read.
—Booklist, April 1, 2017 on Bulldozers (Blastoff! Readers—Mighty Machines in Action)
Fans of all things transportation will flock to these lively, action-packed titles. Vivid photographs are the stars here, clearly illustrating the work each vehicle does in vibrant detail and affording readers an up-close look at these powerful machines in action. Simple sentences convey the information in clear, concise language, and while there are some challenging vocabulary words in the text, readers should be able to determine their meaning through the accompanying images or, should this fail, the glossary at the end of the book. An amusing chart comparing an average human adult to the vehicle enables students to gain a better understanding of its size and provides an additional wow factor. VERDICT Likely to be a hit with kids fond of planes, trains, and automobiles as well as with reluctant readers. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2017 on Airplanes, Garbage Trucks, Ships, Backhoes, Bulldozers, Cranes, Fire Trucks, Monster Trucks, Trains, Dump Trucks, Police Cars, and Tractors (Blastoff! Readers—Mighty Machines in Action)
Created in 1966 in the U.S., Kwanzaa celebrates African American heritage and culture and is now observed around the world. As part of the Celebrating Holidays! series, this book shows young readers the traditions affiliated with Kwanzaa, such as lighting the Kinara and discussing the principles associated with each of the Kinara’s seven candles. It also explains how much of this holiday is based on African harvest festivals. The book’s many photos are full of bright colors, smiling faces, and dancing—conveying the joyful spirit of the celebration. This level-2 reader uses large, clear fonts; offers a pronunciation guide; and limits text to one to two sentences per page. It also includes simple craft instructions for making a Kwanzaa flag. A cheerful overview of Kwanzaa’s significance and festivities.

—Booklist, April 1, 2017 on Kwanzaa (Blastoff! Readers—Celebrating Holidays)
Well-written summaries about the origins and significance of the featured holidays are the strongest aspect of this set. Books open with an announcement that the day “is here!” Subsequent chapters define the festivity: its religious and cultural roots, geographic origins, places where it is currently celebrated, and preparations, including associated rituals, practices, and foods. Extras include maps, “How Do You Say?” tables with a handful of words in various languages, and a simple craft or recipe. Layouts are very attractive with a few sentences of text and large photos. Though there are a number of series on similar topics already available, the emphasis here on the importance of the holidays to those who celebrate them will help emerging readers understand their cultural significance. VERDICT A strong selection for its empathetic tone.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2017 on Chinese New Year, Christmas, Diwali, Easter, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Ramadan, and Thanksgiving (Blastoff! Readers—Celebrating Holidays)
Geared toward the higher end of early learning, this series combines more complex text with standards based content. With longer, more literary sentences and fewer visual clues than often found in similar sets on this topic, this set aims to introduce not only the five senses but some of the science behind them. In Touching, readers are introduced to the concept of receptors, including mechanoreceptors, nociceptors, and thermoreceptors. In Seeing, vocabulary words such as cones, rods, retina, and iris are introduced. Full color photographs are displayed against vividly colored backgrounds, making the vibe of the series a bit busy. Elementary-age children of different ethnicities are represented, along with adults. VERDICT Most useful in school library collections and large library system collections.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2018 on Hearing, Seeing, Smelling, Tasting, and Touching (Blastoff! Readers —The Five Senses)
Young readers know when things smell beautiful or gross, and in this entry in the Five Senses series (5 titles), they’ll get an approachable introduction to how people smell and why it’s important. Readers will follow scent molecules as they float through the air and come into contact with the nasal cavity, and they’ll learn the role the brain plays in allowing people to perceive and recognize scents. Illustrated diagrams show the path scent molecules take, and photographs of people using their sense of smell help to illustrate how this sense can warn of danger. Lists of print and internet resources include books about how animals use their own extraordinary senses of smell. A good introductory resource on the process of smelling and the benefits of this sense.

—Booklist, March 15, 2018 on Smelling (Blastoff! Readers—The Five Senses)
Train-crazy kids will appreciate this offering from the Blast Off! Readers: Amazing Trains series, which showcases the monorail. As a level 1 reader, this book uses only two sentences per double-page spread, excluding headings, and a large font size to support newly independent readers; similarly, the limited vocabulary and repetition will help them strengthen language skills. Sleek monorail trains zip along tracks in crisp, colorful photo illustrations that take up most of each spread. They glide using electricity, hover via magnets, and even dangle beneath some tracks. The text describes them as city and touring trains, and points out their prevalence at airports, zoos, and amusement parks, with a graphic showing the height of Disney World’s monorail system to wow little ones. A picture glossary rounds out this appealing title.

—Booklist, October 1, 2017 on Monorails (Blastoff! Readers—Amazing Trains)
After opening with a brief example from an animal’s day, such as a pig wallowing in the mud and a cow being milked, these books for beginning readers list basic facts about barnyard creatures’ physical features and behaviors. The large, evenly spaced text is appropriate for the audience, and the simple sentence structure is accessible, though not highly engaging. Photographs span a page and a half and vary in terms of the settings, activities, and animal types depicted, though in a few cases the text box covers too much of the picture. Captions identify some body parts, and a few titles include insets to highlight particular features, such as a sheep’s split hooves. Most images support the words, but not all. Neither the pigs’ “curly tails” nor horses’ “thick…tails” are displayed, for example. VERDICT Slight but acceptable additions to early reader collections.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2018 on Goats, Horses, Pigs, Sheep, Chickens, Cows, Ducks, and Turkeys (Blastoff! Readers—Animals on the Farm)
Dramatic opening scenarios will hook readers into learning about community helpers. Photos depict workers employed in typical settings, wearing job-related garb, or using tools of the trade that are also singled out and labeled in a “gear” box. An emphasis on caring and safety, such as how teachers must be patient, be good problem-solvers, and “keep misbehaving students on task,” is a running theme throughout. Large and colorful images of adults interacting with children reflect a number of races, genders, and religions, including a nurse wearing a hijab. In each book, the narrative is formatted on the left side of the page and uses predictable sentence patterns. Vocabulary is in bold type, and arrows point to the word represented in the photo to reinforce context. The index in each book is lacking; one includes children and students as entries. Concepts such as how nurses track how medicine changes their patients’ health exemplifies a higher level of thinking than most for this audience. VERDICT Thoughtful presentations for elementary schoolers. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2018 on Construction Workers, Firefighters, Doctors, Mail Carriers, Nurses, Police Officers, Teachers, Veterinarians, Bus Drivers, and Dentists (Blastoff! Readers—Community Helpers)
Common and lesser-known insects are described in these straightforward, easy-to-follow introductions. Each spread features a text box alongside a photograph that spans a page and a half. A couple of sentences present basic facts: "Wasps are great hunters. Many of these insects have sharp stingers." The simple sentences and double-spaced lines make the text inviting to young readers. Physical features, habitats, and life cycles are introduced effectively through the words and pictures. The photos match the text quite effectively. When readers learn that cicadas "have four clear wings" or that "dragonflies have huge eyes," a vivid image depicts those features clearly. Insets highlight "favorite food," life span, and an actual-size diagram. VERDICT Fine insect profiles for beginners, featuring some types not often covered in children's books, such as aphids, earwigs, and damselflies.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Butterflies, Cicadas, Damselflies, Fireflies, Honeybees, Ladybugs, Ants, Aphids, Dragonflies, Earwigs, Grasshoppers, and Wasps (Blastoff! Readers—Insects Up Close)
Budding entomologists eager for books about bugs will find eye-catching introductions to a few garden-variety insects in these installments of the Insects Up Close series. True to the series title, each volume includes plenty of full-color, close-up photos of insects, while short, direct sentences address everything from body parts, habitat, diet, and life cycle. In Ants, the large-jawed insects are shown carrying unwieldy objects, caring for their young, and working together. Photos of brightly colorful wings and curly tongues make Butterflies especially enjoyable. Damselflies emphasizes these creatures’ iridescent colors and highlights one easy way to tell them apart from dragonflies. Fireflies reveals how these bioluminescent bugs use their lights for communication, and a photo of swarms glowing among trees is particularly enchanting. While the information remains at an introductory level across the board, each page of text directly describes the adjacent photo, which will help both bolster reading comprehension and reinforce the concepts. A picture glossary in the back matter will be especially helpful for more visually inclined learners. Though some kids might be hungry for more information than this series offers, early readers itching to start reading independently will appreciate its accessible format. 

—Booklist, November 1, 2017 on Ants, Butterflies, Damselflies, and Fireflies (Blastoff! Readers—Insects Up Close)
These simple, level-3 readers in the North American Animals series offer an introduction to both common and unusual wildlife, illustrated with eye-catching and appropriate photos. Rathburn’s writing is likewise informative and interesting, more so than many books at this reading level. The feature that really makes these books stand out, though, is their helpful infographics. Two graphics (“On the Menu” and “Animals to Avoid”) cover the standard topics of the animal’s food and predators. Another offers a useful size comparison between a standard-size animal and adult human. Best of all, one graphic zeros in on specific features, illustrated in small photos, that allow the reader to identify the animal. For example, the feature in Blue Jays shows the birds’ blue feathers, black bill, and crest feathers. In Opossums, it shows the animal’s sharp claws, pointy nose, and hairless tail. In River Otters, the otter’s thick tail, short legs, and webbed feet are highlighted. In Wolverines, the graphic identifies the animal’s short legs, light brown stripes, and sharp claws. Only one graphic, the range map, is a little confusing, because the red range color is easily confused with the red color for “extinct” or the orange for “endangered” on the endangerment thermometer that shares a similar space. Overall, though, these books offer an excellent introduction to North American animal life.

—Booklist, April 1, 2018 on Blue Jays, Opossums, River Otters, and Wolverines (Blastoff! Readers—North American Animals)
Blastoff! Discovery

Noteworthy Olympic athletes from around the globe fill the pages of this Incredible Sports Records series (6 titles) entry. From most-decorated (Michael Phelps) to mind-numbingly fast (speed skater Lee Sang-hwa), these competitors have left their marks on the games. One- and two-page sections zoom in on a record-setting team or individual and sport large photos overlaid with stats and a short paragraph explaining the significance of their victories. A mix of summer and winter sports are represented by a balanced selection of male and female athletes. The book’s broad scope keeps its content understandably light but current through the 2016 Summer Olympics. Its pick-me-up appeal will land it in the hands of browsers and sports buffs, and the recent Pyeongchang winter games will further boost its popularity.
—Booklist, March 15, 2018 on Olympic Records (Blastoff! Discovery—Incredible Sports Records) 
A somewhat pleasing update on record breakers. Colorful, flashy photos and a clean, simple layout give this series an edge over its competition. Many statistics won’t surprise readers: Wayne Gretzky holds nearly every hockey record, and Jerry Rice’s receiving records make him a football legend. Sometimes the pictures don’t match their captions. In Basketball an image of Kyle Korver is alongside a caption about LeBron James. One big gripe: as is typical of many baseball stat books for this age group, most industry controversies are glossed over or not mentioned, namely home run records set during MLB’s steroid era. VERDICT Best for browsers who are familiar with the games and don’t want to dig through an entire records book.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2018 on Basketball Records, Olympic Records, Soccer Records, Baseball Records, Football Records, and Hockey Records (Blastoff! Discovery—Incredible Sports Records)
The Country Profiles series nicely balances its scope and depth of information for middle-grade researchers. This title begins with a view of India’s iconic Taj Mahal before presenting the country’s geographic location on a large, boldly colored map. From there, readers will become acquainted with India’s landscape and climate, wildlife, people, and culture. The latter is the most interesting, as it addresses language, religion, pastimes, diet, traditional family units and marriage practices, and discrimination born of a declining caste system. Small paragraphs of reader-friendly text accompany clear photo illustrations (many with fast-fact sidebars) and helpful infographics. A time line and two-page spread of “India Facts” provide a visual overview of significant historical events and cultural notes. Well organized and comprehensive, this is an inviting starting point for school reports.

—Booklist, October 1, 2017 on India (Blastoff! Discovery—Country Profiles)
Attractive photos, well matched with text, are the strongest element of this set. The books all share a common format, beginning with an introductory photo and description of an iconic location, such as the Taj Mahal, Great Wall of China, or Stonehenge. Additional spreads locate each country and describe its landscape and climate, wildlife, population, schools, sports, foods, and celebrations, with content that is generally positive about it and its people. A "Fact Page" adds statistics, and directions for a children's game that is popular in the country and a recipe for a traditional dish are pluses. Most of the content is standard geographic information, but the text is occasionally vague to a fault. ("Small populations of First Nations and Inuit people also call Canada home"- can a million-plus people be considered "small"?). VERDICT A fine choice for introduction and basic reports.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Australia, Brazil, Japan, Mexico, Canada, China, India, Iraq, England, France, Italy, and Russia (Blastoff! Discovery—Country Profiles) 
Pilot

The Brands We Know is a rather unassuming series title for books that will likely jump into readers’ hands. That’s because these books look at several manufacturers of products beloved by children. American Girl charts the remarkable climb of one woman’s idea to create dolls for her nieces to its position at the top of its field, a feat made possible by the company’s continually expanding selection of dolls, accoutrements, and books. Children who own American Girl dolls—and they are legion—will be fascinated by the way the company has evolved and how it gives back to the community. Barbie offers a crisp intro that details the doll’s long and storied history. Car lovers will appreciate Hot Wheels for affording them the chance to pore over car collections (including the 1968 original) while learning about both the history of these matchbox cars as well as the ways they are used today to teach math and science. Transformers chronicles the metamorphic figures’ success as they moved from the toy world to the screen. Visual learners will be drawn to the many color photos in the books, but there is plenty of good information as well. Time lines are a helpful aid to put these popular toys in context. Plenty to like here for a wide variety of children.

—Booklist, April 15, 2017 on American Girl, Barbie, Hot Wheels, and Transformers (Pilot—Brands We Know)
Each title introduces 11 species, focusing on adaptive characteristics and behaviors of particular interest, ranging from the tentacles of the box jellyfish to termite mounds. Eye-catching layouts feature darkly colored backgrounds and large photos, with an uncluttered placement of text and insets. A couple of paragraphs describe one or two key facets of the featured animal, with a few related facts included. Information about the frilled lizard’s defense methods, for example, is supported by insets describing the frill’s size and the lizard’s hunting strategies, along with a useful umbrella analogy. Most of the photographs depict the particular adaptation effectively, though some examples are more generic. VERDICT Strong visuals, solid organization, and topical focus make this an easy choice for browsers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2017 on Animal Adaptations, Animal Homes and Hangouts, Animal Traps and Lairs, Born Survivors, Deadly Predators, and Killer Plants (Pilot—Engineered by Nature)
Satisfy your enthusiastic paper folders with the eight models presented in each column of this series. All the details that lead to origami success are here—the paper size is specified for each project, text instructions are augmented with small but abundant photos of the model at every stage, and there's a key to notation and visual glossary of standard folds at the front of each book. A few sentences introduce each model to provide information about the animal, holiday, or machine being built but don't get too bogged down in specifics. Similarly, the graph paper background and palette of primary colors keep things clean and streamlined. An unobtrusive arrow helps readers navigate from one numbered step to the next. VERDICT Lots of options, clearly presented for upper elementary and middle schoolers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Aircraft, Birds, Dinosaurs, Farm Animals, Holidays, Jungle Animals, Ocean Animals, and Pets (Pilot—Origami Fun) 
Torque

Photographs are the standout element in this set, which takes readers to the ghostly remains of deserted places. The images include both panoramic shots and detailed close-ups. Each chapter is about five pages in length, and introduces the topic location, how and why it was settled, an account of its heyday, reasons for its eventual abandonment, and contemporary efforts to understand and/or preserve it. Some locations are well-known, but most will be new to readers, which is a plus. This set taps into people's ongoing fascination with the remains of the past and shows readers the often fleeting nature of settled locations. VERDICT For all elementary and middle schools.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Machu Picchu, Battleship Island, Craco, Pripyat, Bodie, and Roanoke (Torque—Abandoned Places)

The Abandoned Places series takes readers to historical and more modern locales that, though once occupied, have been deserted. Each volume opens in second person, plunging readers into these often-eerie new worlds, before continuing on to discuss why each place was originally inhabited and eventually abandoned. The focus is primarily economic: most of these towns were founded on industry. Battleship Island takes readers to the so-called Ghost Island of Hashima, off the coast of Japan, where workers endured terrible living conditions and mined coal from the seabed; demand increased during WWII, causing the mines to dry up. Similarly, Bodie explores a California town that sprung up during the gold rush; unfortunately, the town was plagued by bad luck, and the gold mines shut down. Mystery surrounds the ancient Incans, who had no written language, and Machu Picchu speculates about the creation and eventual abandonment of these mountain ruins. The nuclear city featured in Pripyat sprang up for economic reasons—to support the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant—but was deserted after unstable nuclear reactors rained devastation upon the city. Crisp photos pop against brightly colored backgrounds, while brief, clear text makes this accessible for younger readers. Time lines help students contextualize the events, and open endings prompt discussion about the places themselves and the circumstances surrounding their fates. 

—Booklist, January 1 & 15, 2018 on Battleship Island, Bodie, Machu Picchu, and Pripyat (Torque—Abandoned Places)
Epic

In this hi-lo series, the title page of each book promises an "epic adventure." Kids will be enticed by the saturated colors and lively fonts. While the amount of information on each page is brief, it highlights the very basics of the topic, and callouts are used effectively to explore additional concepts. For instance, in Robonauts readers learn about the tasks robonauts perform in space, while sidebars discuss NASA's latest model (Valkyrie) and where robonauts' batteries are located (in their backpacks). The layout, at time, is a little cluttered, but readers will stick around because of the energetic tone. Educators will appreciate the nonfiction text features, all of which are well done. VERDICT A fun romp through emergent technology for libraries seeking to expand their nonfiction hi-lo offerings. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2017 on Earth Satellites, The Hubble Space Telescope, The International Space Station, Lunar Probes, Mars Rovers, Robonauts, Rockets, and Space Shuttles (Epic—Space Tech)

